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Oltarjavadalmas hazak,
egyhazi tulajdonu és igazgatasu épulletek a 15-16. szazadban

David Ferenc

A késd kozépkor egyhaztorténetének fontos fejleménye az oltarok szamanak radi-
kalis novekedése a 14. szazad kozepétél a reformacié elterjedéséig. Sopron hét
nagyobb templomaban 1530-ban 6tvenhdarom oltar allt, amelyet maganosok, ipa-
ros céhek és vallasos tarsulatok alapitottak, s ezeknél — a ferences szerzeteseken
kivil — huszonkét pap teljesitett szolgalatot. Az oltarok fenntartéasa a varos, illetve
az egyes testlletek kotelessége volt, az oltarok maguk azonban csak a papok altal
el6ttik elmondott misékkel keltek életre s szolgaltak alapitoéik lelki Gdvét.

Az oltarjavadalmak a javadalmas papok eltartasat szolgaltdk. Az oltarok alapi-
t6i, valamint egyes, az oltarok elétt elmondandé misék alapitéi ingé és ingatlan
javakat (pénzt, sz6l6ket, szantdkat és hazakat) hagyomanyoztak, s ezekbdl alaki-
totta ki az oltar kegyura (a varos vagy a testuletek) az oltarjavadalmat.

Az oltarjavadalmasok hazai Sopronban sajatos korzetet alkottak a Szent Mihaly
kalvarosban, zémuk a Szentlélek utca — Jégverem — Halasz utca — Szeder utca — Bal-
fi utca koézrezarta tertleten fekldt. Egyes hazakat az alapitok itt hagyomanyoztak,
masokat ingatlanok eladasabol vasaroltak ezen a terlleten. A terilet kdzpontja-
ban a Szt. Lélek-kdpolna és a varosplébania telke fekidt, azt fogtak kézre a papi
lakéhazak, amelyek emeletes beépitésikkel évszazadokon keresztll kiemelkedtek
a negyed sz6l6mlivelGinek és iparosainak foldszintes hazai kozil. Az oltarjavadal-
mas hazak e korzetét, amelynek a Varkeruleten is volt folytatasa az lkvahid koze-
lében, kiegészitette néhdny mas, egyhazi igazgatasu épulet: a plébaniai iskola,
az ispotdly és a plébania gazdasagi épulete, a legnagyobb vonzerével bird valla-
sos tarsulat céh-haza. Az oltarjavadalmaknak mintegy fele a 14. szazadban és a
15. szdzad elsé negyedében jott |étre, tehat a nagy templomépitési hulldmban,
amelyben Gjjaépult a Szt. Mihaly-templom, felépUlt a Szt. Gyorgy- és a Szt. Lélek-
kapolna. A masik fele a kovetkezd szaz év alatt, bizonyitva a kés6é kézépkori valla-
sossag varosrészformalo erejének folyamatossagat a protestantizmus gyézelméig.

A térképen abrazolt objektumok jegyzékét Id. az Adattarban: 19.1 Nem polgari
tulajdonu épuletek: Egyhazi tulajdonu épiletek.

Houses of altar prebends and other buildings in ecclesiastical
ownership in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries

Ferenc David

An important development in late medieval church history is the substantial increase
in the number of altars from the middle of the fourteenth century up to the break-
through of the Reformation. In the seven major churches of Sopron there were fifty-
three altars in 1530, founded by private persons, craft guilds and religious fraterni-
ties. These were served — apart from the Franciscan friars — by twenty-two priests. The
maintenance of the altars was the duty of the town and the founding bodies, respec-
tively, but the altars fulfilled their purpose in the service of the salvation of their
founders’ souls only through the masses read by priests in front of them.

The altar benefices were meant to support the living of the prebendary priests.
The founders of the altars and of the masses to be read in front of them bequeathed
movable as well as immovable properties (money, vineyards, plough lands and
houses), which served as the basis of creating the altar prebends by the patron of
the altar (the town or the guilds and fraternities).

The houses of the prebendaries formed a particular district in Sopron in the
northern (St Michael) suburb, most of them being situated in the area between
Szentlélek utca — Jégverem — Halasz utca — Szeder utca — Balfi utca. Some houses
were donated here by the founders, others were bought in this district after hav-
ing sold properties elsewhere. The area was centred on the Chapel of the Holy
Spirit and the plot of the parsonage, which were surrounded by the houses of the
beneficiaries. With their two-storey structures, these buildings have risen to prom-
inence over the one-storied houses of the craftsmen and vineyard-owners populat-
ing this suburb. This district of prebendaries, which extended to the belt around
the town walls, the Varkerulet as well, was complemented by some other buildings
used for ecclesiastical purposes: the parish school, the hospital, the manor building
of the parsonage and the house of the most popular confraternity.

About half of the altar prebends were established in the fourteenth and the
first quarter of the fifteenth century as part of a great wave of church-construc-
tion, when St Michael’s parish church was rebuilt, and the chapels of St George and
the Holy Spirit were erected. The other half of the benefices were founded during
the following hundred years, showing that late medieval religiosity retained its
potential to shape the appearance of the townscape continuously up to the victory
of Protestantism.

The buildings marked on the map are listed in Gazetteer 19.1: Residential build-
ings owned by ecclesiastical bodies.
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